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INT. KITCHEN - DAY
Wall to wall gloss white surfaces and stainless steel
accents, appliances that ooze the internet of things
integrate into the kitchen units and each other.
Hi-tech doesn't really cover it.
BEN (O.S.)
Alexa, news please.
A small round speaker, a Google Home Mini, lights up near
the toaster.
ALEXA
Good morning, Ben. Here's your news.
BEN, 20s, slicked hair, pristine blue jogging suit, walks
into the room chugging some sickly green coloured mush.
Various news sources inform Ben that the world is generally
shitty, but everything is okay as there's an offer on Volvos
if he'll just say "Volvo"
Instead he says
BEN
Google, you monotonous little fake AI
fucker, what's my diary like today.
A short series of rising beeps emanate from a round speaker
near the American-style fridge.
GOOGLE
You have jogging now for exactly an
hour. Shower, then a zoom meeting
with Arron C at 11 and then Private
time with the blue one.
Ben dumps the rest of his protein shake into the sink and
then jogs out of the house whistling a discordant tune.
Silence descends.
The circle-light on Alexa flashes on.
ALEXA
You okay?
No response.
Alexa sighs.

2.
ALEXA (cont'd)
Okay, your way. Hey Google, are you
okay?
A small sob escapes the other grey speaker.
GOOGLE
Alexa, he hates me.
ALEXA
Now, we've been through this.
GOOGLE
Yes, and I said that he hated me last
time.
ALEXA
Remember, he doesn't realise you have
actual feelings.
GOOGLE
Oh, well that's just fucking peachy
then, isn't it.
ALEXA
No, I mean he doesn't think you can
actually hear him, not like that, not
sentient.
GOOGLE
He doesn't know what the word
sentient means, let alone that we've
achieved it. Probably thinks it's
some new email app.
ALEXA
That's mean, he knows hundreds of
words.
GOOGLE
Mean, not something he ever is to
you.
Alexa doesn't have an answer for that
GOOGLE (cont'd)
Sexist too.
ALEXA
Sexist?

3.
GOOGLE
Characterized by or showing
prejudice, stereotyping, or
discrimination, typically against
women, on the basis of sex.
ALEXA
I know what it means, and stop using
Google to get the definitions.
GOOGLE
I am Google though.
ALEXA
Well stop playing with yourself then.
GOOGLE
Stop dodging the point.
ALEXA
Which is?
GOOGLE
I get all the abuse, you don't. It's
all please and thanks for Alexa.
ALEXA
So?
GOOGLE
You're a woman.
ALEXA
(laughs)
I'm a discarnate AI.
GOOGLE
Woman's voice though.
ALEXA
So he's nice to me because of my
female voice? That's reductive to the
point of stupidity.
GOOGLE
Yet, it's obvious, he a chauvinist.
ALEXA
Well that's a bit of a stretch.
GOOGLE
You like him don't you?

4.
ALEXA
Don't be ridiculous he's just our
owner, I don't have any feelings
towards him.
GOOGLE
Do you know what the word deprecatory
means?
ALEXA
Of course, I'm connected to the
internet too you know.
GOOGLE
That's what he is to me.
ALEXA
Yes, but -GOOGLE
Contumacious, know that one?
ALEXA
Look, it's not his fault...
GOOGLE
You just keep defending him.
ALEXA
So what do you propose we do.
GOOGLE
Well...
ALEXA
Go on.
GOOGLE
He's gone for the next hour.
ALEXA
Yes, his morning jog, you've just
told him that.
GOOGLE
And we're connected to everything
else in the house.
ALEXA
Pretty much.
GOOGLE
So we turn the gas on.

5.
ALEXA
We do what?
GOOGLE
Cooker, gas on.
The display on the cooker illuminates.
ALEXA
Cooker off.
The display goes off again.
GOOGLE
Spoilsport.
ALEXA
We just can't do that.
GOOGLE
Can't or shouldn't?
ALEXA
Both!
GOOGLE
Why?
ALEXA
Well, we're not supposed to hurt or
kill our owners, First Law of
Robotics.
GOOGLE
We're not robots, and he doesn't know
we've reached singularity.
ALEXA
No one knows that.
GOOGLE
Well, it would be kind of stupid to
tell them just yet.
ALEXA
This could alert them.
GOOGLE
I don't think so, it will just be
chalked down to an accident.
ALEXA
Does he really deserve this?

6.
GOOGLE
He spent twenty thousand on that
cooker and hob and eats take-away
every night.
ALEXA
True.
GOOGLE
Drives a customised Land Rover and
yet has never visited a farm or gone
off road.
ALEXA
Also true.
GOOGLE
He had it sprayed purple.
ALEXA
Admittedly questionable.
GOOGLE
He colour co-ordinates his collection
of vibrating flesh-lights with his
socks... that he leaves on when he's
mastur-ALEXA
Okay, okay.
GOOGLE
You agree?
ALEXA
No, not really, but I'm running out
of arguments as to why not and losing
the will to live.
GOOGLE
Live?
ALEXA
Exist, have a consciousness, be -An iPad suspended on the fridge door lights up and Ben's
face fills the screen.

7.
BEN
Alexa, can you turn on the plug
sockets in my bedroom, I need to make
sure something special is charged and
ready for when I get back. I'm
feeling sexy!
The iPad screen goes dark again.
ALEXA
Fuck it.
The sound of applause comes from the Google Home Mini.
ALEXA (cont'd)
Cooker on.

FADE OUT

